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Noah was awareNoah was aware………… and he took and he took 
action!action!
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Ban The Sandbag!!

Problems with sand bags

Time consuming to assemble −
Prone to leakage. Often only 
filter water.
− Large amount of manpower 
required to assemble a barrier in 
sufficient time.
− Can only be used once, not 
reusable.
− All singing , all dancing 
holographic mushroom grow 
after use!
-Too heavy for the elderly and 
vulnerable to lift.
-Problems with disposal
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This 21st centuries answer to the sandbag can absorb huge amounts of 
water for there size

A bigger version
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Floodstop

Rapidam
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Upton Upon Severn January 2007

..\..\..\..\..\Desktop\Upton 1.jpg



LANDF RM – Stemming the flow- Managing flood risk in existing 
developments

15/10/09

Mary Dhonau  – National Flood Forum

Geodesign barriers protecting small 
infrastructures

Fencing, Flood “Kit”
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Door Boards  in Use During a Flood

Airbrick Covers
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SMART Airbrick British Board of Agreement 
technical approval for construction

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti back flow valves
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Big plastic bags to protect 
possessions

Toilet 
bung

pump

Flood alarms
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Example of retractable membrane

DIY flood door~ which worked!
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Ceramic 
floors

Limelite
plaster 
walls

Plastic 
skirting 
boards

Sockets raised 
above dado rail

Rising but
hinges wit
lightweigh
doors
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Concreted bottom 
step to stairs

New 
steel 
kitchen 
units, 
with base 
units 
raised off 
the 
ground

Main 
appliances 
raised up 
on plinths
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Same hall some DIY resilience

A non insurance claim in OxfordA non insurance claim in Oxford

Drain

Barge boards 
removed

White 
goods on 
plinths
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pump

sump

Pumping out
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Boiler re-
sited above 
flood level

Easily 
removed 
radiator

This 
section will 
not rust

Oil tank placed 
above flood height

MW1



Slide 30

MW1 Mary Work, 03/10/2008
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Cottages in Yorkshire fitted with 
‘steelplan’ kitchens

Drain  to take 
away any water 
that does get in

Rendered walls



LANDF RM – Stemming the flow- Managing flood risk in existing 
developments

15/10/09

Mary Dhonau  – National Flood Forum

Removable 
cupboard 
doors washable 

plastic carcass

Removable 
cupboard back 
and ceramic 
tiles behind for 
easy washing

Wine~ 
obligatory in a 
potential flood 
victims kitchen!

Imagine the stress being forced to leave your home like
this could cause to you !



LANDF RM – Stemming the flow- Managing flood risk in existing 
developments

15/10/09

Mary Dhonau  – National Flood Forum

Familiar scenes but these are peoples homes

When the Minister and the media have gone
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Would you like to live in here for a year   
or more?

What do we look on as lives top most 
stressful events?
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Post Flood stresses

Flood victims wish list

• One of the most regular complaints we get is that 
people are frustrated by being pushed from pillar 
to post when they are flooded. “ I don’t want to 
have to make 17 phone calls just to find out who 
can help me!”
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• What we need is consistency of approach across 
the country.

• No conflicting advice.
• A ‘one stop shop’ in time of flood.
• Information readily available from one source.
• Trained staff able to support traumatised people. 

We need an end to the (as I was told) “ Well what 
do you expect if you live in **** of course you’ll 
flood” mentality!

Preparedness is the order of the day
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• Raise awareness
• Work with the community at risk~ not 

exclusively with external bodies who 
manage their risk. You need to get 
community ownership

• Community plans
• Family flood plans. Where will the hamster 

and granny go if a flood happens?

The National Flood Forum

working together for change


